AN ADDENDUM

This addendum is a reference to the origin of the *Musical Medics

Doctors Band" as given to me by Dr. John Mahon who was a member of the

very original "Doctors Musicians Band", circa 1948-52, which obviously
was the precurser of the "Musical Medics Doctors Band".

I thought it appropriate that it should be included in the official

wHistory of the Hippocratic Oath Medical Band". , "The Oath".
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Memories of Doctor Musicians- 19487?2-"1952

“DR. Tom Melling was the originator- he had a set of drums, musical

scores and a grand rumpus room.
He arranged for a "musical evening" about 1948 and invited Doctors

John Mahon, John Porter, Forsythe, Frank Lundy and a bank inspector {(name?)

( we all had bank loans).

John Porter, trombone, Frank banjo, banker violin, Forsythe coronet,‘
and Tom drums.

We played old time pieces such as Skaters Waltz, Memories of Stephen
Foster, collection of hymns (In the sweet bye and bye), World is Waiting

for the Sunrise, Asleep in the Deep etc.

We would meet occasionally in our homes- once oL Lwice at our house
on Sifton Blvd. This not only kept my wife, Florence, and three small child-
ren awake until 1.30A.M. plus,but the neighbours as well. One neighbour-
quite deaf (otosclerosis) wondered if we had left the radio on all night.

Our Claim To Fame-

We were invited to perform (which we did) before the Calgary and
District Medical Society. The performance produced tremendous applause and

requests for encores.

In those dayws Lhe C.D.M.A. was very popular- almost all Doctors

belonged. The meetings had an entertainment section- hilarious skits by

Dr. Jim Nixon and company- Dr- Sid Gelfand- a stand-up comedian with end-



lose stories.

Dr. Noel Smith- from Ireland- while a Medical Student, supported

himself playing saxaphone in professional dance bands. He was quite a . 5
character and had endless Irish stories and became a leader in our band.
Under his leadership between i950 and 1952, a band resulted that was
able to produce dance music for the annual balls of the Calgary District
Medical Society. This was accomplished by the addition of a significant

number of competant musicians.”

Dr. John Mahon
Calgary, Alta.
(Played trombone in the Taber Miners

Band- 1937-38.

THese are personal memories of Dr. John Mahon and predate my pre-
sence in the Musical Medics Dance Band, ana can therefore document with _
~
authority, the true historical origin of Calgarys Big Band "The Oath" whict

interestingly covers a time span of over fifty years.

pr. John Blrrell

Founder- historian.
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John Birrell Obituary
Published by Legacy Remembers from May 22 to May 25, 2010.

BIRRELL , Dr. John Douglas February 12, 1913 - May 20, 2010 "A Quality Man”
After a wonderful life filled with memories of much happiness and love, John
passed away peacefully on Thursday, May 20 at the age of 97 years following a
brief illness. The son of Howard and Harriet Birrell, John was born in Toronto on
February 12, 1913. He graduated as a Medical Doctor from the University of
Toronto in 1939, receiving his F.R.C.P. prior to serving as a Medical Officer in the
Royal Canadian Air Force during World War II. Dr. Birrell became a highly
respected paediatrician, practicing for thirty years with the Calgary Associate
Clinic. After retirement, he and Dorothy travelled extensively, spending winters
in California and Victoria. They became residents of Victoria for several years,
acquiring many wonderful friendships there but moved back to Calgary to be
close to their family. For the past two years, Dorothy and John have been
residents at Canyon Meadows Retirement Residence where he enjoyed many
new friendships with the staff and other residents who enjoyed his playful and
fun personality traits. He truly could light up a room! John had numerous
hobbies, talents, and interests. He has left a legacy that includes beautifully
faceted jewellery and free form lapidary, a treasured book (co-authored with
Dorothy) entitled "You and I" which chronicles our family history and the
seventy-three wonderful years they spent together, and "Shades of Gray”, a book
featuring a collection of his black and white photography. He was the founding
member of the Hippocratic Oath Big Band, now known as The Oath. John was a
member of the Foothills Camera Club, receiving many awards for his
photographs, the Calgary Lapidary Club, and the Calgary Faceters Guild. He was
proud to be the founder of the Vancouver Island Faceters Guild. To his grateful
and loving family, there has never been a kinder, more dedicated man. We are
truly blessed to cherish many fond and special memories of him, which bring us
peace and helps comfort us at this time. "So to sweet romance There is just one
answer You and I" John is survived by Dorothy, his loving wife of sixty-seven
years, sons David (Leslie), Doug (Simonne), daughters Susan (Andy Lockhart)
and Maralee (Gary Pozzo). John's life was filled with the joy of ten special
grandchildren; Gregg (Ruthie), Karen (Jay Fjestad), Janet (Chris Scase), Renee
(Ryan Duckworth), Robert, Cathy Lockhart Roberts, Stephen (Kerry Lockhart),
Kevin (Andrea Pozzo), Michael (Renee Pozzo) and Kent Pozzo. John is also
survived by thirteen wonderful great-grandchildren, and his sister Eileen
Rhamey and family. At John's request, no Service will be held. Forward
condolences through www.mcinnisandholloway.com . If you wish to make a
donation in his memory, please direct it to the charity of your choice. In living
memory of John Birrell, a tree will be planted at Fish Creek Provincial Park by
MCcINNIS & HOLLOWAY FUNERAL HOMES, Park Memorial Chapel, 5008 ELBOW
DRIVE S.W. Telephone: 403-243-8200.

Meclnnis & Holloway *
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